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Text 1 

The truth about the infamous ghosts of Borley 

In We Faked the Ghosts of Borley Rectory, Louis Mayerling – for whom the building was 

a second home until its destruction by fire in 1938 – explains how the ‘hauntings’ were 

produced by the  inhabitants of the building. For a century, Borley Rectory was famous 

for being the home of a multitude of ghosts, but in this book he describes how the 

owners observed in amazement as everyone fell for the complicated prank.  5 

An investigation carried out by the BBC the year before the fire, when Mayerling was 

26, noted more than 2,000 incidents of paranormal activity and decided that the 

hauntings were genuine. The Most Haunted House in England, a book by Harry Price, 

reinforced the fame of the rectory. Price was the most famous ghost investigator of the 

time, so his book gave Borley Rectory his thumbs up. Those who believed in the 10 

hauntings included famous writers and scientists. Even now, the case is still mentioned 

by ghost fanatics as conclusive proof of ghosts. 

'Harry's book became a sort of bible and fountain of knowledge to the thousands of 

believers,' said Mayerling. 'Dozens of coaches packed with ghost-hunters visited each 

day. People came from as far away as America. Some were medical experts who were 15 

intent on studying the phenomena. I would love to declare that there was a grain of 

truth in it all, but there wasn’t. I felt that the book had to be written to reveal the 

ridiculous truth about the house, as I personally experienced it, especially now that all 

the other inhabitants have passed away.'  

Mayerling arrived in the house in 1918. He found that the owner, his uncle, enjoyed 20 

spreading local stories of a spectral nun, the ghost of a family member, and other weird 

activity in the area. The location of the house, near two ruined monasteries, helped 

increase its infamy.  

He exposes how some of the tricks were prepared. Visitors reported hearing the rectory 

piano being played by ‘spirit hands’. Mayerling, who was in on it, was the one touching 25 

the piano strings with a metal rod when he was only six years old. Mysterious sounds 

came from a new water heater which the owners chose on purpose because it emitted 

heavy knocking sounds. The owners declared they were horrified and mystified by the 

noises. They also filled the skirting boards with phosphorus powder, which ignited on 

contact with air. These tricks fed their visitors’ appetite for the ghostly phenomena. 30 

 (Adapted from The Guardian by Amelia Hill)  
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 7 - 8 
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